Sermon Qutline
2. The king invited Israel . . .
1. Godinvites you. ..
COME TO THE FEAST!
Sermon
Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father, and our Lord

and Savior, Jesus Christ.

My dear beloved flock, the text for our meditation today is the Holy
Gospel according to Saint Matthew the twenty-second chapter, verses
one through fourteen.

Boys and Girls, I pray that you are doing well today. Have you ever
eaten a lot of food? Which one is your favorite? Imagine if you had your
favorite, steak, chicken, pasta, rice, chocolate, and, chocolate milk, all the
ice creams and candy you could ever eat forever and ever. Certainly,
sounds like a feast! Jesus today talks about a feast that He invites us to,
He invites us to the feast of the King as poor sinners. A feast greater than
any we can imagine. How can we come to this great feast? Ponder that
question as you hear the rest of the sermon. You may go back to your seats
and those who love you.

2.

Following on the heels of last week’s parable, Jesus is still speaking in
Matthew 22 to the religious leaders of Israel. It’s near the end of his
ministry, the Tuesday of Holy Week. Tensions are mounting; hate is
increasing. And it’s clear that the religious establishment of God’s own
people has rejected Jesus as the Messiah. Immediately before this text,
we’re told that the chief priests and Pharisees were seeking to arrest Jesus
(21:45-46). And immediately after we’re told that they went and plotted
how to entangle him in his own words. But Jesus isn’t finished yet. He
tells a parable about the kingdom of heaven—not eternity, but God’s
kingdom as it exists already here on earth. It’s as if Jesus were speaking
from the perspective of Judgment Day and looking back over the history
of God’s people. He likens it to a king who represents God the Father,
who prepared a wedding banquet showing eternal life in heaven. And



God’s kingdom on earth is compared to all that happens in between. The
king sends his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet. The
servants are the Old Testament people of God, the children of Abraham,
in the first instance—to tell them that all was ready and that they should
now come.

But they refused. Just like in last week’s Gospel, when the wicked
tenants in the vineyard refused to hand over the fruits of the harvest, so
now these invitees refused to come to the banquet.

But the king didn’t give up. He is “merciful and gracious, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ps 86:15). He sends
some more servants and says to them, “Tell those who are invited, See, |
have prepared my dinner” (v 4). Give them more details about my lavish
dinner. Tell them that several of my finest cattle, literally my fatlings,
multiple, not just one fatted calf, have been prepared. There is rich food,
aged wine, the best of meats, and the finest of wines (Is 25:6). Everything
is prepared to perfection! Come to my wedding banquet! Come and join
in the celebration!

Nevertheless, again—even after this second summons—the guests in
our parable refused.

This time their refusal was varied: in some cases, plausible and
seemingly polite; in others, violent and crass. One went to his field
representing the agricultural cares of this world. Another went to his
business representing the commercial cares of this world. Their excuses
show us where their minds lie. Their “god is their belly, . . . with minds
set on earthly things” (Phil 3:19).

Those were the polite ones. Still others who were invited seized the
servants, roughed them up, and finally killed them! Is there any doubt that
many of God’s prophets, apostles, and preachers have been treated the
same throughout the centuries? And it’s still happening today in many
parts of the world. “Death to the messengers of the only true God!”

So the king was enraged. Time had run out on his mercy and grace.
Now remember, the king is the Lord Almighty. And there is such a thing
as God’s righteous anger. They lie who tell you that our loving God could
never become angry or punish or kill. Just read the Bible (the Psalms, for
example) to see otherwise! The king was enraged. And he sent his army



to destroy those murderers. We think here of the end of God’s exclusive
mission to the Jewish people with the destruction of the Jerusalem temple
by the Romans in AD 70.

Meanwhile, the king’s banquet hall was not yet filled. His grace and
generosity are still available for others. So he turns his attention to a new
group of people which will include both Jews and Gentiles. The king tells
his servants to go to into the roads and invite anyone they find—*“both bad
and good,” Jesus says (v 10).

lllustration: I’'m reminded here of the many community Thanksgiving
feasts that take place all across this country every year in shelters and
rescue missions. I’ve always been amazed and humbled that, while most
of us are enjoying a lavish, intimate, and cozy feast with our closest
friends and family, the good Samaritans who put on these community
feasts are giving up their holiday time and serving anyone and everyone
in need.

The servants go to all the byways and highways, and all are invited.
And so finally the banquet hall was filled.

But the parable isn’t over. On first hearing it, this last part sounds
totally unfair! When the king came in to see his guests, he noticed a man
who wasn’t wearing the proper wedding garment. Now it’s not that this
man was merely poor and being discriminated against for his lack of a
fine garment. No, this man had apparently refused to put on the robe
provided by the king for each of his guests. Remember, it was a last-
minute invitation to this last group in the parable. The food was piping
hot. They had no time to run home and get dressed up. Besides, it was the
custom in that day for the very rich to provide even the proper clothing
for a spectacular banquet. And so this man’s refusal was an insult to the
king. Given that he has no garment, he might have even entered by another
way other the door, a way other than Christ, and crashed the party. It was
as if this man were saying, “I’ll do it my way!” But the king said, “Friend,
how did you get in here without a wedding garment?”” (v 12). And the man
had nothing to say. There was no excuse. There was nothing the man
could give save self-damning silence.



“Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast
him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen” (vv 13—-14).

1.

Jesus is speaking in this parable not only to the religious leaders of
Israel but also to you and me. For until heaven and earth pass away, not
one thing will disappear from the Word of God or become irrelevant. And
these things are written that you may have eternal life. Jesus is speaking
to you and me. And rather than hearing this as dusty history about the
Jewish people, we are to ask ourselves at every turn, “Is this me? Is it I,
Lord?”

Are you the one who has been invited by the Lord to his eternal banquet
but goes to his field instead? Are you the one who prefers his earthly
business to eternal life in heaven? Are you the one whose god is his
stomach and whose mind is on earthly things? “Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Col 3:2). “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). “Seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added
to you” (Mt 6:33).

Like the Jewish religious leaders to whom Jesus was speaking, it’s easy
for us to take comfort in our heritage, to hide behind our citizenship in a
supposedly Christian nation. How many say, “Of course, I believe in God!
Of course, I’'m a Christian!” And yet the society we want so much to fit
into keeps rejecting the King’s invitation and teaches us to do the same.
Just think of the assault on Christ and his Word that’s escalating in our
land: legalized abortion, the breakup of marriage and the family, flaunted
homosexuality, secularism. And the list goes on and on.

And even if we get past that, even if we’re able to live in the world but
not be of the world, even if we sit right here week after week, this parable
still challenges us to ask ourselves, “Have I put on the wedding garment?
Am I here on God’s terms or my own? Am I seeking to have a share in
God’s eternal banquet in the way that he wants me to, by faith alone,
solely on the merits of his Son, Jesus Christ, who died for my sins on the
cross? Or am [ seeking to wear my own clothes, to earn my way into the



banquet, to be dressed in how nice a person I am or how hard I try or how
well I keep the principles for Christian living?

This is the question. And it is a life-and-death one, for the Lord will
ultimately destroy those who reject his message. And what about those
who seek to get into his kingdom on their own terms? He will throw them
into everlasting darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

There is only one way to be found at the end of the age, at the end of
your life, and even today and every day. It is to be found in the banquet
hall—in the kingdom of heaven—having heeded his invitation. And it is
to be found wearing the robe of Christ’s righteousness, by virtue of
believing in Jesus Christ and him crucified for your sins.

The imputed righteousness of Christ, and the sanctification of the
Spirit, are both alike necessary. No man has the wedding-garment by
nature or can form it for himself. The day is coming, when hypocrites will
be called to account for all their presumptuous intruding into gospel
ordinances, and usurpation of gospel privileges. Take him away. Those
that walk unworthy of Christianity, forfeit all the happiness they
presumptuously claimed. Hypocrites go by the light of the gospel itself
down to utter darkness. Many are called to the wedding-feast, that is, to
salvation, but few have the wedding-garment, the righteousness of Christ,
the sanctification of the Spirit. Then let us examine ourselves whether we
are in faith and seek to be approved by the King when He returns in His
glory that we may feast with Him in that everlasting banquet.

Today God’s mercy continues. While it is still day, he continues
urgently to invite you and all people into his banquet hall. How? Through
the preaching and teaching of his Holy Word, by the mouths of his
modern-day messengers, through the ministry of his Holy Church, he
invites you to trust in him for your salvation. He invites you to experience
already here on earth a foretaste of his eternal banquet in heaven, as you
come each Lord’s Day to the Lord’s Table and sit at the wedding banquet
of his Son, A foretaste of the feat to come, the marriage supper of the
Lamb as He comes to you in the means of bread and wine, His true body
and blood, given and shed for you.. For Jesus is the heavenly Bridegroom,



and the Church is the Bride of Christ. And what is life but a rehearsal for
the never-ending feast of heaven?

This is the day the Lord has made! He has prepared a table for you! He
has invited you and clothed you in the righteousness of His own Son!
Today your Savior kindly calls,

COME TO THE FEAST!

Let us put on Christ’s robe of righteousness. Let us rejoice and be glad

in his salvation!



